
Pastor’s Point 

 

Hope. Peace. Joy. Love. 

 

The Advent season not only marks our journey toward Bethlehem, but also lays out the terms      

under which we approach the new year.  While much of the world prepares to ring in 2020 with 

noise and spectacle and resolutions, as Christians we mark the beginning of the liturgical year with 

silence and waiting and the light that cannot be overcome.  Advent ushers in a new cycle of   

stories and celebrations by returning us to the promise of Elizabeth’s child conceived and born to 

herald the coming of Jesus’ ministry to the world.  Advent requires us to tell once again how it was 

with Mary, choosing to follow the call of God delivered by the Angel.  Advent asks us to relive the 

fear and excitement of God-in-the-World, to be not afraid to follow the star, to find the child 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.  Advent insists that we live a  circular life, 

choosing to begin again and again, proclaiming God-with-Us. 

 

We start with Hope. Peace. Joy. Love. All of which culminate in the divine incarnation, in the Christ 

Child, born in a stable, welcomed by common folk and raised by poor immigrants.  This New Year, 

the Advent of Emmanuel, challenges us to see God in the most insignificant of people.  It forces us 

to admit that God is not some untouchable, unknowable being.  Rather that God is a child – a 

helpless infant born to travelers who have neither papers nor money nor connections.  And if God 

is as close as the infant born homeless and wrapped in rags; we can’t allow ourselves to coo in his 

face and then fail to care for others in exactly the same circumstances.   We can’t proclaim the 

community of God as rooted in Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love if we get to pick and choose who 

deserves to be welcomed.  We can’t light our candles unless we’re prepared to carry them out of 

the sanctuary and into the world, daring the darkness to just try and overcome the promise of   

Justice and Grace. 

 

Blessings, 

 


