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Listening  and  Talking . . by Rev. Tom Cici 
 
James Cameron, acclaimed filmmaker of Titanic (1998) showed that only first class women and children 
were allowed on the lifeboats when the RMS Titanic was sinking.  Second-class and third-class women 
and children may have been permitted on the lifeboats only after first-class passengers were served.  Do 
you agree or disagree with the captain's orders to conserve (meaning “save”) first class citizens and be a 
non-conservator (meaning “waste” or “eliminate”) the potentially rich resources of second- and third-class 
citizens?       

James Cameron commented, after the release of the Titanic, that the main character, Jack, played by 
Leonardo DiCaprio, was meant to be a “Jesus’ figure,” even though he acted just like a second-class 
citizen. The leading lady, Rose, played by Kate Winslet, said that Jack "saved me every way that a person 
could be saved."  While dining with the first-class citizens, Jack was asked, "Do you enjoy such rootless 
existence."  To which he replied, “Yes ma’am, I enjoy not knowing what the day will bring, depending 
upon God and enjoying God’s good humor.”  

In conclusion, the world is an awesome mystery and a paradox.  God is in union with you, me, the addict, 
the conservator of resources and the non-conservator.  The Gospel of John (see John 15:1-17) and the 
Letters of John speak of God abiding “in us” and “among us.” First John tells us, “We know that we abide 
in God and God in us, because God has given us his Spirit. … God is love, and those who abide in love 
abide in God, and God abides in them” (4:13, 16).  The apostle Paul also proclaims that “God may be all 
in all” (1 Corinthians 15:28).  

There is no separation between God and creation. Not that God is creation.  But that God is in union with 
every ounce and gram of the world.  All reality is in, through, with and as God.  We are all children of 
God, and each person is to reflect the image and likeness of God within.  Jesus in our icon and perfect 
example to follow, “The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then 
believe me because of the works themselves.  Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believe in me will also do 
the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these” (John 14:10-12).   

Without the Presence of God within each of us and 
residing among us, there would be no existence as we 
know it.  To love God is to also love all reality.  One 
God necessitates one world, one humanity, and one 
moral code – justice and compassion for all. 

Be tender to each other and be a blessing to all you meet. 

 



 

 

 

 

      
 

 
 Interpreting  Jesus’  Parables 

As  Told  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  by Pastor Tom 
On the Sundays in July, I’ll be preaching on many of 
Jesus’ parables as told in the Gospel of Matthew.  But 
what is a parable?  How would you define a parable?   
Often, I hear people describe parables along the lines 
of, ‘Well, Jesus used parables so that he could get his 
point across clearly; Jesus used down-to-earth stories to 
make his points clear.’  Have you heard Jesus’ parables 
talked about in that way?   
 
I like to define a parable as an earthly story with a twist 
to turn our world upside down, to transform us.  Jesus 
was indeed teaching about the arrival of something – the Reign of God – which is, for his 
listeners, very weird.  And please note the justification he gives for teaching in parables.  He 
quotes from Isaiah, when he says: 
 

 
 

Do you see?  With our minds and senses dulled to God’s Word, Jesus needs to shock us first 
and turn our world upside down.  Parables are indeed earthly stories that we think we should 
be able to understand, but with a twist that will transform us.   

Matthew, in collecting the parables which form this long Chapter 13, has put them at the 
center of his whole gospel.  Chapter 13 is the third of the five ‘discourses’ which make up the 
book (Matthew 5–7, 10, 13, 18, and 23–25).  These stories draw together Jesus’ teachings.  
Please join me on Sunday at 10:15 AM to hear Jesus gives us a perspective from God that 
may be difficult for us to understand.  Blessings and Peace to you. 

“You will indeed listen, but never understand, and you will indeed look, 
but never perceive.  For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears 
are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they might not 
look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and understand with their 
hearts and turn – and I would heal them.”  
 
(Matthew 13:14-15 quoting Isaiah 6:9-10). 

OUR   VISION   STATEMENT 
Spreading  the  message  of  

God’s  Love,  in  our  church  and  
in  our  community,  through   

caring  for  each  other. 



 
The Ripple Effect ministry has been given us a much bigger job.  Here is the scope of the 
new job: 

Replace two kickboards (5”H x 36”L x ¾”) on the front porch. 
Sand and paint the wooden floor of her porch with a blue hue of her choice. 
Paint 10 sets of vinyl shutters with the same matching blue. 
Paint the front door and porch trim with a white hue of her choice. 
 

We need lots of painters on July 18, 2026  (9:00 AM to 3:00 PM) 
 
Sign-up sheets will soon be available on the table near the elevator door on the Sanctuary 
floor.  If you can work on dates other than the one listed above, please list your available 
dates on the signup sheet or contact Kip Hayden or Pastor Tom.   



 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

      
 

 
  

 
 
Building New Futures, Together 
A Community Outreach Update from Sandy Polley 
Every day, lives are being changed just a few miles from Centennial Christian Church. 

I have the privilege of serving as 
a recruiter and case manager with 
Dreams Are Possible for 
Women Building New Futures, 
a workforce development 
program offered in partnership 
with Career Link. As a 
volunteer with Centennial 
Christian Church, I am grateful 
that this work allows me to live 
out Christ's call to serve our 
neighbors by helping women 
discover hope, dignity, and new 
opportunities. 

Women Building New Futures 
prepares women for careers in 
high-demand, non-traditional 
occupations including 
manufacturing, construction, 
skilled trades, transportation, 
logistics, industrial maintenance, 
information technology, audio-
visual production, and more. 
Beyond career training, 
participants build confidence, 
develop life skills, receive 
mentorship, and gain the support 
they need to pursue stable, family
-sustaining careers. 

One of the greatest strengths of 
our program is the Earn While 
You Learn model. Participants 
receive $15 per hour while 
attending class because many 
simply cannot afford to step 
away from work or family responsibilities without financial support. This incentive often makes the difference between pursuing a 
better future or remaining in difficult circumstances. 

Although our training is grant funded through Career Link, the Earn While You Learn stipend is not covered by the grant. We 
are actively seeking individuals, churches, businesses, and community organizations willing to help sponsor this life-changing 
opportunity. 

We are also looking for women mentors—or professionals and business owners who are passionate about encouraging women—
to volunteer approximately four hours during the program. Mentors attend two class sessions, share their career journeys, answer 
questions, and provide encouragement. Sometimes one caring conversation can completely change someone's outlook on life. 



 

 

 

 

      
 

 
  

 
 
Dreams Are Possible has also submitted a proposal to lease the former Sarah Raymond School, located just across the street from 
our offices. Our vision is to transform the building into a women's and family resource campus offering free childcare, career 
development, educational programs, workforce training, and supportive community services. We are currently awaiting District 
87's decision and would deeply appreciate your prayers for wisdom and favor throughout that process. 

I would also like to express my heartfelt appreciation to Centennial Christian Church for supporting this ministry. A special 
thank you to Rev. Tom Cici for lending his canopy for the Dreams Are Possible Alumna & Family Picnic on June 27. When the 
rain arrived, it provided much-needed shelter for nearly 180 participants and their families. We are also grateful for the 
generous loan of the church's tables at no cost. Your kindness and willingness to help beautifully demonstrated what it means to 
serve our community together. 

 

How You Can Help 
� Sponsor a Student 
Help fund the $15/hour Earn While You Learn stipend so women can attend class while continuing to care for themselves and 
their families. 

� Become a Mentor 
Volunteer approximately four hours to share your experiences and encourage women beginning new careers. 

� Pray 
Please pray for our students, instructors, volunteers, community partners, and for God's guidance as we seek approval for the 
Sarah Raymond campus. Pray that each woman finds hope, confidence, meaningful employment, and the courage to embrace a 
new future. 

"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ." 
Galatians 6:2 

I'd Love to Visit With You 
If you would like to learn more about Women Building New Futures, become a 
mentor, support the Earn While You Learn program, or simply learn more about our 
mission, please don't hesitate to reach out. 

� Call or Text: 309-287-8703 

Email: sandy.polley@gmail.com 

Thank you for partnering with us as we help women build brighter futures for 
themselves, their families, and our community. 

— Sandy Polley 
Volunteer Administrative Assistant, Centennial Christian Church 
 
 

 



July 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 
Outreach Meeting: 
11A – FH 
TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 

3 

CWF: Crafting  
9:30A - FH 

4 

5 
Worship Services 
10:15AM 

6 7 8 9 
TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 
Book Club: 6:30P 
Board Meeting: 
6P—FH 

10 

CWF: Crafting  
9:30A - FH 

11 

 

12 
Worship Services 
10:15AM 
 
Second Sunday 
Food Pantry 

13 
Trustees: 11A - 
FH 

14 15 16 
TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 
Monthly Prayer 
Meeting 4:30P -  FH 
 
 

17 

CWF: Crafting  
9:30A - FH 

 

 

18 

Ripple Effect  
Painting 
9A -3P 

19 
Worship Services 
10:15AM 

20 
Worship  
Committee 
Meeting 
10:30A—FH 
 
PRC 12P –FH 

21 22 23 
TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 
 
Men’s Dinner: 6P 
at Pizza Ranch, just 
off Empire and Vet-
erans in Blooming-
ton  

24 
CWF: Crafting  
9:30A - FH 

Ladies Lunch: 
11A at Cracker 
Barrel  

25 

26 
Worship Service 
10:15A 
 
Loose Change 
Offering 10:30A 

27 28 

 

29 30 
TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 

31 

CWF: Crafting  
9:30A - FH 

 



The Power of Prayer 
 
Continuing Prayers 
Peg Hayden, Chuck Berry,  Ron Henkelman, Josh Dewar, Dale Carter, Gary Cochran, and Shari 
Reinle, Manny Martinez, Terry Utsinger, Nick Calhoon, Tracy Hallakan, Peggy Wade, Miles 
McReynolds, JoAnne Pritchard, Michelle Stevens, Nikki McCreary, Joe Taylor, Janet Keefe, Ce-
lestia Jones, David Smith, Tiffany Ward, Nancy Jones, Amber Newell, Leonard Bates, Greg Fir-
kus & Pat Murphy, Ann Burmaster, Scott Giffith, Linda and Pete Rasmussen, Fern Scaggs, Deb 
Reed 

 
At Home/Assisted Living 
At home-Doris Miller, Frieda Foland, Frank and Barb Leach 
 
Nursing Home 
 Holiday Blair House - Pryscilla "Pryl" Stam, 1200 E. College Ave, Room 119, Normal, IL 

61761.  
 The Arc-Rev. Barbara Short, Pat Iliff; Pontiac-Goldwater -Ron Geske 
 
Military 
Mark Brienen, Keyla Folsom, Troy Guyan, Benjamin Horn, Michael Iverson, John Thomas, Dar-
rell Walton, Glen Whitecotton, Christopher Wilson-Poston 

 
 

Our challenge for the week – 
 Pray this prayer every day – 

Loving God, grant me ears to hear, eyes to see, and a compassionate heart that understands you 
on a deeper level.  Help me to live my life in the reign of God with the desires you have for me 
today.  [Wait and listen] 
    

Upcoming Birthdays 
Molly Dill 07/10 

Brad Carius 07/15 

Upcoming Anniversaries 
Sarah & Aaron Todd 07/14 


