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Listening  and  Talking . . by Rev. Tom Cici 
 
I have a delightful young family living across the street from me in Springfield, IL.  Morgan, the mother of 
twin girls, is starting a new job as assistant to the 1st Grade teacher at St. Agnes’ School.  Her twins are now 
in Kindergarten at St. Agnes and starting all-day school.  Morgan says, “I must be at school by 7:30 AM 
every day to help the 1st Grade teacher.  But Adeline is having a hard time getting up that early in the 
morning!”       

We all must ask this question: How could God love me so unconditionally.  This was the apostle Paul’s 
struggle as well, and it led him to his cataclysmic conclusion.  God loved Paul in his unworthiness, “while he 
was still a sinner” as he puts it (Romans 5:8).  Therefore, he did not have to waste the rest of his life trying to 
become worthy or prove his worthiness to himself or to others.  We need to do the same.   

We seem to think God will love us if we change.  Paul clearly knows that God 
loves us so we can change.  When you feel loved, when you feel safe, and when 
you know your dignity, you just keep growing!  That’s what loving people do for 
one another – offer safe relationships in which we can change.  This kind of love is 
far from sentimental; it has real power.  In general, you need a judicious 
combination of safety and necessary conflict to keep moving forward in life.   

We come to God not by doing it right but, surprise of surprises, we come to God by 
doing it wrong.  We are justified not by doing good works, but by faith in the 
infinite merciful, loving Presence of God.  Salvation has nothing to do with past 
performance or plans for an eternal nest egg.  All it requires is a deep act of 
confidence in a loving God who is attached to you and all creation.   

It is so hard to believe that this imperfect, insignificant creature that I am could 
somehow bear the eternal mystery – the Holy Spirit living in me and my living in 
the very Life of God.  God can only grow bigger in our life as our egos grow smaller, as John the Baptist put 
it (John 3:30).  It we try to grow bigger by any criteria other than the mysterious divine Love itself we only 
grow in love with our own image in a self–created mirror.  That is normally called narcissism. 

Our True self is in union with God. This is the heart of Jesus’ healing message. There is no animosity 
between the Spirit and the body.  In fact, it is the new and lasting temple of God, “Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your 
own?” (1 Corinthians 6:19).  Your body is the very hiding place of God – so only the humble and the 
humbled will find such a Treasure.  Once you find this Treasure, listen and do the will of God who desires 
only compassion, forgiveness and service to God and others.  

Be tender to each other and be a blessing to all you meet. 
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 Thank You!   Your Continual Witness of Faith is Awesome!  

September 22nd is the official first day of fall in 2026.  However, our 
culture marks Labor Day as the end of summer.  So, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone for your joyful witness of faith 
shown to me and our community.  Besides your participation in the 
Ripple Effect program and your participation in our church camp 
experiences and your preparations for our Holiday Bazaar, I would 
like to thank you for the many gifts which you have given during this 
past summer.  Thank you!! 

• Thank you, Christian sisters and brothers of our “Little Church with a Big Heart” who 
gave to our outreach ministries: Back to School Supplies; Second Sunday Food Pantry; 
Personal Hygiene Items for CWF Blessing Box; Loose Change Offerings; and Disciples 
Mission Fund. 

• We thank everyone who accepted nominations for various offices in our church, and were 
elected to serve as Chairperson of the Church Board, Vice-chair of Board, Secretary of 
Board, Treasurer, Asst. Treasurer, Trustees, Elders, Deacons, Property, PRC and 
Nominating Committees. 

• Thank you to everyone who has made contributions to the repairs of the extensive 
damage to our property caused by our recent storms.  We will gratefully accept all 
donations – large or small. 

• We genuinely appreciate everyone who donates to our general fund.  THANK  YOU!! 

• We extend a huge Thank You to everyone who is volunteering to beautify our landscapes 
by watering plants and pulling weeds as a joint effort with NCC. 

• We extend a deep appreciation and Thank You to Julie Hatten for providing gifts to all 

men on Father’s Day June 21st.   

• A heartfelt Thank You to everyone who participated in the Visitation and Memorial 
Service of Barbara Leach.  I deeply appreciate everybody’s efforts to move the Memorial 
Service to Beck’s Funeral Home. 

• Thank you to our Worship Leaders, Elders, Deacons, Greeters, and facilitators of our 
Children’s Moments on Sundays for covering absences when necessary. 

• There are many other reasons to give thanks for this summer at Centennial Christian 
Church:  We thank God for all of you!! 

Thank you for investing in the ministry of Centennial Christian Church – and the future God 

has for us!  Your generosity of time, talent, and treasure strengthens our whole church.     

With Gratitude, 

Pastor Tom  



 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 

 

OUR   VISION   STATEMENT 

Spreading  the  message  of  God’s  Love,  in  our  church  

and  in  our  community,  through   

caring  for  each  other. 

https://www.centennialcc.org/giving.html


September 3 - October 3, 2026 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    3 

Outreach  
Meeting: 11A - FH 
 

TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 
 

FGNA Board 
Meeting 7P-FH 

4 

CWF: Crafting  

9:30A - FH 

5 

6 
Worship Service 
10:15A 

7 8 

CWF - 9:30A - FH 

9 

Choir Practice  

6:30P  

10 

TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 
 

Board Meeting: 
6P - FH 
 

Book Club: 6:30P 

11 

CWF: Crafting  

9:30A - FH 

12 

13 
Worship Service 
10:15A 
2nd Sunday Food 
Pantry 

14 
Trustee   
11A –FH 
 
PRC Meeting: 
12P - FH 
 
Stewardship 
Mtg: 4:15P - FH 

15 

Elder Meeting - 

6:30P - FH 

16 

Choir Practice  

6:30P  

17 

Monthly Prayer 
Mtg: 4:30P - FH 
 

TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 

18 

CWF: Crafting  

9:30A - FH 

19 

Noodle  

Making for 

the Bazaar 

9:00A - FM 

20 
Worship Service 
10:15A 

21 22 

 

23 

Choir Practice  

6:30P  

24 

TOPS: 5:15P - 
Proverbs 
 
Men’s Dinner: 6P 

25 

CWF: Crafting  

9:30A - FH 

 

26 

27 
Worship Service 
10:15A 
Loose Change 
Offering 

28 
Worship  
Meeting:  
10:30A –FH 
 
 

29 30 

Choir Practice  

6:30P  

1 2 

Making Apple 

Dumplings for 

Holiday Bazaar 

9:00 A - FH 

3 



The Power of Prayer 
Labor Day Prayer 

God of work and rest,  As summer draws to a close and a new season begins,  we give thanks for the hands, 
hearts, and minds that labor each day to care for families, build communities, teach our children, serve our neigh-
bors, and keep our world moving. 

On this Labor Day, we especially remember those who work long hours and still struggle to make ends meet, 
those whose work is unseen or undervalued, those searching for meaningful employment, and those carrying the 
weight of an uncertain economy. 

Bless every worker with dignity, fair opportunity, strength for the days ahead, and rest when they are weary. 

As children and teachers return to school and summer gives way to fall, remind us that every new season carries 
new possibilities. 

May we build a world where work provides not only a paycheck, but purpose, security, dignity, and hope. Amen. 

Continuing Prayers 

Peggy Crawford, Karen Middleton, Doris Miller, Josh Dewar, Dale Carter, Gary Cochran, and Shari Reinle, 
Manny Martinez, Terry Utsinger, Nick Calhoon, Tracy Hallakan, Peggy Wade, Miles McReynolds, JoAnne 
Pritchard, Michelle Stevens, Nikki McCreary, Joe Taylor, Janet Keefe, Celestia Jones, David Smith, Tiffany 
Ward, Nancy Jones, Amber Newell, Leonard Bates, Greg Firkus & Pat Murphy, Ann Burmaster, Scott Giffith, 
Linda and Pete Rasmussen, Fern Scaggs, Deb Reed 

At Home/Assisted Living 

At home-Doris Miller, Frieda Foland, and Frank Leach 

 
Nursing Home 

The Arc-Rev. Barbara Short, Pat Iliff; Pontiac-Goldwater -Ron Geske 

 
Military 

Mark Brienen, Keyla Folsom, Troy Guyan, Benjamin Horn, Michael Iverson, John Thomas, Darrell Walton, Glen 
Whitecotton, Christopher Wilson-Poston 

Our challenge for the week – 
 Pray this prayer every day – 

Loving God, thank you for delighting in who I am and who you created me to be – your image of love.  
It gives me great pleasure to know that I and all the world belong to you.  Your loving Presence fills and 
refreshes me. [Wait and listen] 

Upcoming Birthdays 

Sarah Todd 09/21 

Joe Culpepper 09/22 

Mark Hines 09/28 

Frank Leach 09/29 

Bill Wetzel 09/29 

Upcoming Anniversaries 

Mark & Kim Watchinski 09/25 


