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Listening  and  Talking . . .  by Rev. Tom Cici 

There is a distinction between being guided by worldly wisdom and choosing to listen to the wisdom 
of the Master.  It makes a huge difference in a person’s life!  Receive the Spirit of Christ into your 
heart!  Let the Spirit fill you with God’s Word that you may do God’s will.  Now, let me be more   
specific with these three thoughts. 

First, trust in God completely. If you are anxiety-ridden (and most people 
are these days), then you can live in a prison of fear.  Christ moves us    
beyond the counting, weighing, measuring, fearing, deserving, distrusting, 
threatening, manipulating, separating, and punishing ways of dealing with  
others, God, and self.    

The opposite of fear is trust in God.  Throughout Jesus’ ministry, he freed and healed many people of 
their fears – fear of being seen in society; fear of people judging them; fear of illnesses; fear of their 
political and religious authorities.  We are to surrender everything, even our attitudes, completely to 
God.  Christ invites us to live in accord with God’s character which is “merciful, gracious, forgiving, 
faithfully and forever steadfast in love” (Exodus 34:6-7). 

Second, show love to another.  Love is being kind - kind to God, kind to the other and you.  Love is 
being compassionate.  Love is self-giving, not being self-centered.  Love is being gracious to the  
other’s needs (including forgiveness).  But, the opposite of love is living in a cage of hate – being  
envious, being jealous, being resentful, feeling threatened by someone, and then threatening another.  
Notice that this is part of living in fear. 

Third, be strong in God’s victory for you.  You already live in Christ’s resurrection and ascension to 
God.   You are already glorified to God.  It’s a done deal.  Many people begin a project or activity by 
feeling defeated, and they live in negativity.  But God gives you newness of life every day, and helps 
you be victorious in God’s life.  So be positive. 

This is one of the greatest promises of the Bible – as Christians; nothing can defeat us, because God 
is always with us.  Nothing – not even death – can defeat us because God gives us the victory!  So, 
trust in God!  Trust in God’s faithfulness of always showing love to others.  Let God’s song of      
victory play through you.  If any of these three pillars - Trusting in God; Showing God’s love to 
another; or Being strong in God’s victory – would be out of alignment, God’s song in you would 
be out of tune.  Let God’s song play through you, and let it be in tune! 

May the One Spirit speak to and through you as we journey together. 

MARCH 10 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

Seeking God’s Vision for Our Church 

We have had wonderful and fun discussions in our small 
groups!  So far, four (4) groups of four have met these past 
two weeks, and three (3) groups of four are on the docket 
during the next two weeks.  Elders would greatly appreciate 
everyone (youth and adults) attending one of these small 
group sessions to discuss when you felt most connected to 
God and this church in the past, what gifts or passions you 
would like to share with this faith community, and what you 
think God is calling this congregation to do in the near future.  Please plan to participate in one 
of these remaining two sessions: 

Sunday, March 10th after Worship service (Lunch available)  
Monday, March 18 beginning 10:00 A.M. 

Signup sheets for these small group sessions are available near the elevator outside the main 
doors of our sanctuary.  Questions for our discussion groups are also available.  These start-up 
questions are enjoyable, exciting, and inspirational when shared in a group.  If you are unable 
to attend any of these sessions, please answer the discussion questions, and forward them to 
the church office by April 7, 2024. 

Elders will review all of your vision ideas from these sessions and look at all the written       
answers to our discussion questions at an Elder’s Retreat on April 19 and 20, 2024. There, at 
Walter Scott Camp and Learning Center, they will draft a “preferred future story,” a short     
vision statement, and a three-year ministry plan.  Revisions and final approval will be sought 
from the Church Board and the entire congregation.      

 

The Ripple Effect Is Back! 

Again, this year, as our summer mission project, Centennial 
Christian Church (and our friends) is offering to help members of 
our congregation as well as residents of the local community do 
small outdoor jobs.  Homeowners would need to pay for          
materials, but Centennial Christian Church will provide labor and 
small tools.  We cannot do roofs, plumbing or anything that      
requires a license.  Work will begin later this summer. 

So far, we may have two locations in our Founders’ Grove Neighborhood.  If you need         
assistance in doing small jobs such as painting a fence, repairing or painting a wooden porch or 
garage, cleaning out gutters, pouring concrete, or removing brush from a fence line (to name a 
few), please contact Mark Rupe or Pastor Tom Cici as soon as possible.  

After Pastor Tom and Mark access the job(s), we will place qualifiers on the calendar.        
Property owners will need to sign a Release of Liability.     
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Our Upcoming Worship Services During Holy Week of 2024: 

Dramatic Reading on Palm Sunday:  March 24th 

The Worship service on Palm Sunday is similar to that of any other      
Sunday, except we have a gathering of the youth and their families near 
the steps to the loft for a processional with palms.  Additionally, the    
passion story will be taken from the Gospel of Mark and presented as a 
dramatic reading by multiple voices reading the parts of Jesus, the High 
Priest,  Peter, Pilate, Servant and Disciples/Bystanders.  Please volunteer 
or say “Yes” if asked to read a part in the dramatic reading.  Thank you! 

 

Maundy Thursday Service:  March 28th 

This year we are inviting First Christian Church of Bloomington to join 
us in celebrating the institution of the Lord’s Supper by Jesus Christ.  
The worship service begins at 7:00 PM, and a meal does not precede it.  
We will have a dramatized reading of the Upper Room, and each person 
in  attendance will have an opportunity to receive Holy Communion.   
After partaking of Holy Communion, you are welcome to reflect on     
Jesus’ commandment, “that you love one another as I have loved 
you” (John 15:12). 

 

Community Good Friday Service:  March 29th 

The Bloomington Normal Clergy Alliance is sponsoring a Community 
Good Friday Service at the First Presbyterian Church in Normal at 2000 
E. College Avenue from Noon (12:00) to 1:00 PM.  About ten Christian 
congregations are gathering to celebrate and worship God together.  
Pastor Tom Cici and several other ministers will help lead and engage 
our ecumenical worship communities in reflecting on “The Seven Last 
Words of Jesus.” Please contact Phil Enge of First Presbyterian Church 
(309) 452-4459, ext. 202 or penge@firstpresnormal.org if you would 
like to participate in a combined choir anthem.  Hope to see you at our 
Community Good Friday Service.  

Celebrating  a  Child  Dedication  on  Easter  Sunday 

We are planning to have a Baby and Small Child Dedication during 
our Easter Celebration on Sunday, March 31, 2024.  At least one    
family has expressed interest in having a child dedicated to Jesus 
Christ on this Easter Sunday at our 10:15 A.M. service.  The purpose 
of this blessing is to welcome with thanksgiving infants or young  
children into the church’s nurturing life and care, anticipating a time 
in their lives when they will confess Christ and be baptized.   If you 
also have a baby or small child who you would to be dedicated to                 
Jesus Christ at this time, please contact Pastor Tom Cici by March 
24th.     

mailto:penge@firstpresnormal.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

   

 

Our  CWF  Donates  $3,600 

Last month at a Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF) meeting, on February 13, the ladies   
decided to graciously give $300 to twelve (12) local community organizations. 

Habitat for Humanity  Salvation Army 
Neville House Children’s Foundation 
Center for Hope Life Center for Independent Living 
Midwest Food Bank YWCA Labyrinth 
Servants of Our Lord West Bloomington Revitalization Project 
Safe Harbor Western Avenue Community Center  

This is in addition to constantly purchasing groceries and daily placing their food items in the 
Blessing Box located on our green space.  Anyone in our neighborhood and throughout the 
community can stock the Blessing Box or take food from it when needed.  What a blessing!    

Cookies for college students and the military 
Deadline for submitting names is Sunday, March10. 

CWF will be making cookie boxes for college students and military personnel 

who are related to church members or are church members. These boxes will 

be filled at our March meeting. Please sign up by the elevator or by calling the 

church office. Thank you, 

Julie 



 

*Online worship https://www.facebook.com/pg/centennialcc.org                   FH-Fellowship Hall  GH-Great Hall 

   

 

March 2024 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 
Adult Bible Study 
9A-FH 

Worship  
*10:15A 

Visioning Group 
Discussion after 
Worship-FH 

4 5 6 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30A-FH 

Bridge 
12P-GH 

Choir 
6:30P 

7 
Outreach 
11A-FH 

TOPS#559 
5:15P-Isaiah 

FGNA 
7P-FH 
 

8 9 

10 
Second Sunday 
Food Pantry 

Adult Bible Study 
9A-FH 

Worship  
*10:15A 

Visioning Group 
Discussion after 
Worship-FH 

11 
Trustees 
11A-GH 

12 
CWF 
9:30A-FH 

13 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30A-FH 

Bridge 
12P-GH 

Choir 
6:30P 

14 
TOPS#559 
5:15P-Isaiah 

Board Meeting 
6P-FH 

15 16 

17 
Adult Bible Study 
9A-FH 

Worship  
*10:15A 

18 
PRC 
12P-Isaiah 

Visioning Group 
Discussion  
10A-FH 

19 
Primary  
Election 
6A-8P 
 
Elders 
6:30P-FH 

20 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30A-FH 

Bridge 
12P-GH 

Choir 
6:30P 

21 
Worship Comte. 
9:30A-FH 

TOPS#559 
5:15P-Isaiah 

22 23 

24 Palm Sunday 

Loose Change 
Offering 
Adult Bible Study 
9A-FH 

Worship  
*10:15A 

25 26 27 
Adult Bible Study 
10:30A-FH 

Bridge 
12P-GH 

Choir 
6:30P 

28 
Maundy Thursday  

Maundy Service 
7P@CCC 

 

29 
Good Friday 

BNCA Service 

2nd Presbyterian 
Church-12P 

 
 

30 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/centennialcc.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing Prayers 

Celia Middleton, Charlie Middleton, James, Neil, Barb Leach, Cameron Cook, Angie Simpson, Karen        
Middleton, Jackie Steinhilber, Megan Brown, Mannie Martinez, Gery Conlin, Leonard Bates, Ann Burmaster, 
Caitlyn, Cole, Ron Geske, Pam, Ruth Ann Lowder, Dick Tarter, Scott Griffith, Janet Keefe, Jessica, Marsha, 
Pete Rasmussen, Robin, Fern Scaggs, Tammy, Marian Wrinkle  

At Home/Assisted Living 
Myerling Home-Ruth Roley; At home-Doris Miller, Frieda Folan; The Pointe (Pontiac) Rae Ann Geske 

Nursing Home 

The Arc-Tom (Billy) Robey, Rev. Barbara Short, Don Short; Westminster-Anita Poling; 
Martin Health—Ruth Ann Lowder, Earl McIntyre; Evergreen Village-Pat Iliff; Hopedale Nursing Home-Dick 
Tarter; Accolade ( Pontiac)-Ron Geske; Bickford House - Pryscilla (Pryl) Stam  

Military 

Mark Brienen, Keyla Folsom, Troy Guyran, Benjamin Horn, Michael Iverson, John Thomas, Darrell Walton, 
Glen Whitecotton, Christopher Wilson-Poston 

Prayers for CCIW congregations and ministries: FCC Moline, Eureka CC, Frederick CC; FCC, 
Paw Paw, MI 

 

 

 

Our challenge for the week – 
 Pray this prayer every day – 
 

Loving and merciful God, we want to laugh and 
not cry.  Help us to bless others by lovingly 
building community together. May I help Christ 
carry the cross by faithfully loving and forgiving 
others.         

[Wait in the silence.  Listen and receive.] 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Alex Cvelbar 03/01 

Deb Reed 03/03 

Joe Peebles 03/09 

Marla Gaines-Starke 03/11 

Beth and Mark Rup 03/11 

Barb and Don Short 03/11 

Diane Andres 03/15 

Barb and Frank Leach 03/17 

Ruth Valentine 03/26 


