
Listening  and  Talking . . .  by Rev. Tom Cici 

There is a distinction between being guided by worldly wisdom and choosing to listen to the wisdom 

of the Master.  It makes a huge difference in a person’s life!  Receive the Spirit of Christ into your 

heart!  Let the Spirit fill you with God’s Word that you may do God’s will.  Now, let me be more    

specific with these three thoughts. 

First, trust in God completely. If you are anxiety-ridden (and most people 

are these days), then you can live in a prison of fear.  Christ moves us      

beyond the counting, weighing, measuring, fearing, deserving, distrusting, 

threatening, manipulating, separating, and punishing ways of dealing with  

others, God, and self.    

The opposite of fear is trust in God.  Throughout Jesus’ ministry, he freed and healed many people 

of their fears – fear of being seen in society; fear of people judging them; fear of illnesses; fear of 

their political and religious authorities.  We are to surrender everything, even our attitudes,        

completely to God.  Christ invites us to live in accord with God’s character which is “merciful,        

gracious, forgiving, faithfully and forever steadfast in love” (Exodus 34:6-7). 

Second, show love to another.  Love is being kind - kind to God, kind to the other and you.  Love is 

being compassionate.  Love is self-giving, not being self-centered.  Love is being gracious to the   

other’s needs (including forgiveness).  But, the opposite of love is living in a cage of hate – being   

envious, being jealous, being resentful, feeling threatened by someone, and then threatening        

another.  Notice that this is part of living in fear. 

Third, be strong in God’s victory for you.  You already live in Christ’s resurrection and ascension to 

God.   You are already glorified to God.  It’s a done deal.  Many people begin a project or activity by 

feeling defeated, and they live in negativity.  But God gives you newness of life every day, and helps 

you be victorious in God’s life.  So be positive. 

This is one of the greatest promises of the Bible – as Christians; nothing can defeat us, because God 

is always with us.  Nothing – not even death – can defeat us because God gives us the victory!  So, 

trust in God!  Trust in God’s faithfulness of always showing love to others.  Let God’s song of victory 

play through you.  If any of these three pillars - Trusting in God; Showing God’s love to another; or 

Being strong in God’s victory – would be out of alignment, God’s song in you would be out of tune.  

Let God’s song play through you, and let it be in tune! 

May the One Spirit speak to and through you as we journey together. 


